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TOP ROW
Blagdon Hall;
Weston Park Bridge.
SECOND ROW
Serlby Hall; Stockeld Park;
Sandbeck Park;
Doncaster Mansion House.
THIRD ROW
Raby Castle; Bywell Hall.
FOURTH ROW
Chillington Hall Bridge;
Paine’s Stables at Chatsworth;
Bramham Park.
BOTTOM ROW
St Paul’s Walden Bury;
Stoke Hall.
OPPOSITE
Alnwick Castle.

JAMES PAINE FESTIVAL 2017
OWEN EVANS, Secretary, The Friends of Doncaster Mansion House

James Paine 1717-89
In 1745, the Doncaster Corporation appointed a young aspiring
architect named James Paine to design a Mansion House to be used
for ‘civic hospitality and celebrations’. Paine chose, as his inspiration
for the facade of the building, Inigo Jones’s unexecuted design for a
Royal Palace at Whitehall for King James I – ‘a facade fit for a king’.
At the age of 27 Paine’s career was launched; over the next 40 years
he established himself as one of the great architects of the Palladian
Revival, and an early exponent of rococo interior decoration in the
mid-18th century. Paine took his inspiration from the buildings and
writings of the Venetian architect Andrea Palladio (1508-80) and of
Inigo Jones (1573-1652).
Paine was much admired for his ability to design and decorate grand
houses with magnificent staircases to suit the needs of the aristocracy,
as well as compact, manageable houses for the landed gentry. He was
equally accomplished at remodelling existing houses and providing
functional estate buildings or decorative temples, gazebos and bridges.
Although based in London for most of his career, his buildings are
mainly to be found in the north of England.
Peter Leach, in his definitive book on James Paine (published in 1988),
provides a catalogue of Paine’s documented works, projects and
attributions. Of the original 104 projects listed in the catalogue, only
52 completed or partial completed projects still survive today – 22 of
them open to the public. Five Paine sites are owned by the National
Trust and 13 Paine sites are owned by Members of the HHA.
The 13 sites owned by HHA Members
ALNWICK CASTLE partial reconstruction and interior decoration
of keep and attributed kitchen range
BLAGDON HALL alterations to east range and new stable building
BRAMHAM PARK garden temple and attributed pavilions to each
end of the stable block
BYWELL HALL new front block and alterations
CHATSWORTH HOUSE new office wing and entrance courtyard and
stables and water mill and two bridges
CHILLINGTON HALL bridge in park
RABY CASTLE partial remodeling and interior decoration and estate
cottage and model farm

SANDBECK PARK remodeling and extension of house and new
kitchen and stables and garden buildings
SERLBY HALL new house
STOCKELD PARK new house
STOKE HALL attributed new house and stables
ST PAUL’S WALDEN BURY attributed new north range
WESTON PARK attributed interior decoration and temple and
bridge
In the 28 years since Peter Leach published his book on Paine, several
more of his buildings have been identified, including two near
Chillington Hall, and there may well be a few more waiting to be
discovered.
The James Paine Festival 2017
In 2017, the tercentenary of James Paine’s birth, there is an opportunity
to look again at Paine’s surviving buildings, drawings, publications
and letters and to reassess Paine’s contribution to the architecture of
the period. The Friends of Doncaster Mansion House, in partnership
with Doncaster Civic Trust, York University and Doncaster
Metropolitan Borough Council, are planning to celebrate the
tercentenary by:
l staging a series of architectural and cultural events at the Mansion
House to celebrate Paine’s life and works
l creating an interactive James Paine website
l creating a permanent exhibition on the works of James Paine at
the Mansion House, developed in partnership with other Paine
property owners
l inviting owners of James Paine buildings to open up their buildings
to the public at some time during 2017, and encouraging them to
hold events celebrating Paine’s life and works.

MORE INFORMATION
The Friends of Doncaster Mansion House look forward to working with James Paine property
owners, interested individuals, groups and other organisations to develop a new audience for the
works of James Paine.
If you are interested in finding out more about the James Paine Festival 2017, visit the Friends’
website www.mansionhousedoncaster.com or contact Owen Evans on 01302 342846 /
otexways@blueyonder.co.uk
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